Daily Mercury (Mackay, QId. : 1906 - 1954), Thursday 29 October 1931, page 6

e ——— e —— —

STRANGE LIGHT IN SKY.
seen (tom Colllnsyville,

“Interested™  (Collinsville)  writes
to Brisbane “Daily Mail' under date
of October 17: “About 7 p.m. to-day.
hetween =uns=ct and dark, I noticed
a ~trange light iu the sky, in a west-
sonth-westerly direction. This  light
wias near the horizon, and of a vel-
lowish cvolor. It was shaped like an
E (svripty, very narrow at the iop,
and gradually Inereasing in intensity,
ended at the bottom in a bright light
I first =aw the light at 7 p.m., and if
stadually faded. until at 7.10 it dis-
appeared,  As 1 have never seen or
heard of anvthing of this character,
T would be pleased if yvon could tell
me the reason for its appearance.”

The ‘Dailv Mail' observes:—The
light referred to was the luminous
matter emitted by a fireball seen from |
Mitchell, Emerald, and other places
on the same day and at the same
hour as the light was  seen [rpm
Collinsville.  Apparently “Interested”
saw only the latter part of the phe-
nomenon, Hud he been watching a
few minutes eurlier he would have
seen the firehall respousible for the
light. A full explanation of the fire-
ball appeared in last Thursday's issne
of the ‘Daily Mail’ After the
luminons matter removed from the
fireball by friction with the atmos-
phere hac lost fte forward motion,
due to air resistance, it is not un-
usual for it to sesume fantastie
shapes such as that described. This
i8 accounted for by the upper air
currents disturbing the material.
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